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Important Information for Goat Keepers in England

Implementation of Electronic Identification (EID)
and individual recording from 31 December 2009

EID for goats is not a mandatory requirement as our goat population is below the
EU threshold;

The current double-tagging rules for goats continue to apply from 31 December 2009;

Main change for goat keepers will be the mandatory individual recording elements
(ie. changes to record keeping rules). This will apply to all goats irrespective of their age;

Goats born or identified after 31 December 2009 will need to be individually recorded in
the on farm holding register from that date;

Goats born or identified after 31 December 2009, will need to be individually recorded
on a movement document from 1st January 2011;

Goats born before 31 December 2009, will need to be individually recorded on a
movement document from 31 December 2011;

Goats intended for slaughter within 12 months of age do not need to be individually
recorded. They can continue to be recorded on a batch basis;
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For more information about EID and the individual recording elements:

Telephone Defra – 08459 335577

Go online – http://www.defra.gov.uk/foodfarm/farmanimal/movements/goats
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR GOAT KEEPERS IN ENGLAND  

Implementation of Electronic Identifcation (EID), and individual recording from 31 
December 2009 

 EID for goats in not a mandatory requirement as our goat population is below the 

EU threshold. The current double-tagging rules for goats therefore continue to apply 

from 31 December 2009. 

 Main change for goat keepers is the introduction of mandatory individual 

recording elements (ie changes to record keeping rules). This will apply to all 

goats irrespective of their age. 

Record keeping rules  

 Goats born or identified after 31 December 2009 will need to be individually 

recorded in a holding register from 31st December 2009. 

 Goats born or identified after 31 December 2009 will need to be individually 

recorded on a movement document from 1st January 2011. 

Defra have secured an amendment to the regulation to limit the impact of the introduction 
of individual recording requirements for older animals (ie born before 31 December 2009). 

 Goats born before 31 December 2009 will not have to be individually recorded on a 

holding register. On and off movements can continue to be recorded on a batch 

basis. 

 Goats born before 31 December 2009 will not have to be individually recorded on a 

movement document until 31 December 2011. 

 Goats intended for slaughter within 12 months of age do not need to be 

electronically identified or have individual numbers recorded. They can continue to 

be recorded on a batch basis. However, where mixed batches of animals (ie with 

different holding of birth identities are moved) the holding register must record the 

number of animals with the same holding of birth identity within the batch.     

 Keepers are not required to maintain records electronically, so you won’t 

need to use a computer or electronic reading equipment unless you want to.   

Consultation 

 Defra undertook a consultation (31 March-23 June 2009) on the new EU rules for 

sheep and goat keepers with implementation of EID and the individual recording 

elements. The consultation is still available on the Defra website for information at: 

www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/eid/index.htm 
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 Defra undertook a further consultation (6 August – 31 August) as we have secured 

a further beneficial change (Central Point Recording) which enables alternative 

implementation options to be considered – webpage: 

http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/eid-august09/index.htm. Central Point 

reporting means electronically identified animals can be read on behalf of keepers 

at approved reading points, such as markets and abattoirs.  

Further information about EID and in particular the individual recording elements can be 
found on the Defra website: 
www.defra.gov.uk/foodfarm/farmanimal/movements/goats/index.htm 

 or the Defra helpline on: 08459 335577    
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